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found the village deserted because in addition to being Catholics
and such close neighbours, they had withdrawn to the bush with
their women and children.

The corsair carried off with him a great many negroes and Turks
from the galleys, according to the three negroes belonging to Your
Majesty who ran away from him and are here. They understand
certainly that the enemy has a settlement near these provinces and
that these slaves are for use there ... (p. 3) ...

... San Agustin, September 2, 1586.

Your sacred Catholic Royal Majesty's humble servant who kisses
Your Majesty's royal feet.

Juan de Posada (Rubric).

Document No. 551
[The House of Trade to the Crown, Seville, September 5,
1586]
(P- i)                                        t
Sacred Catholic Royal Majesty
On the 3rd of the present month the caravel of which Pedro
Bernal Cermeno is master entered the port of San Lucar de Barra-
meda. He was dispatched by the governor and royal officials and
warden of the city of San Crist6bal de la Havana with news that
Francis Drake with his fleet appeared within sight of that city on
May 29 and disappeared on the 3ist without landing men or doing
any damage there.
On June 6 he arrived at the port of San Agustin in Florida
and on the yth landed troops and artillery and battered the fort for
two days and two nights. Although Pedro Men&idez defended
himself, because he could no longer defend himself against the
enemy he decided to evacuate the fort and the town and to retire to
the bush, whither he had sent the women and the children and his
invalids. Francis Drake burned the fort and houses of the town and
1 A. de /., 42-1-8/3, Gontrataci6n 5108. i pliego, draft. The original, signed by
Licentiates Diego de Ziuniga, Ochoa de Urquiga and Juan de Spinosa, is pre-
served iaA.de /., 46-6-3/7, Contrataci6n 5169, Vol. 7, f. 159 reverse.